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desk for participants

- Distribution of brochures and printed materials of sponsors to all participants at the
conference

Internet site:
- The sponsor will have a link on the Association website under the category selected by
it
Honoring ceremony:
- Receive an honoring shield of the Association

- TaRe part in a memorial photo with other sponsors on the podium

Opportunities of sponsorship

Your sponsorship of the conference shall provide you with various benefits, chief
among which is the intensive presence within the sponsorship program which in

turn will provide you with a wide range of promotion opportunities.

Distinguished sponsor: RO10,000/- (ten thousand Omani Rials)
Main sponsor: RO7,500/- (seven thousand, five hundred Omani Rials)

Associate sponsor : RO5,000/- (five thousand Omani Rials)

The programme is not final and subject to changes for further

information contact :- info@oea-oman.org




Particulars of Sponsorship

Benefits to the sponsor:-

Advertisement:

- All advertisements in major newspapers in Oman

Opening ceremony:

- Privilege of a brief addressing to the audience at the conference (for distinguished
sponsors only)

- One seat reserved in the front row for the sponsor in the opening ceremony

Prints:
- Name and logo of the sponsor shall appear on all conference prints which include:
- Multi-page brochure to be distributed to VIPS

- Register of visitors’ comments

- Invitations addressed to VIPS

Speakers’ booRlet:

- The distinguished sponsor shall be given two advertising pages in the booRlet of
conference speakers

- Main and associate sponsors shall both be given an internal advertising page in the
booRlet of conference speakers

Advertisements inside the venue:

- Main board bearing the logo of sponsors placed behind speakers in the main venue of
the conference facing the audience

- Number of advertisements and boards repeatedly placed inside the venue

Advertisements at the venue’s entrance:
- Board bearing logos of sponsors at the conference venue entrance

- Placement of logos of sponsors beside the logo of the conference at the registration




Participating entities :
*  Oman Economic Association
+  Gulf Economic Association
+  Council of Ministers of Labour & Ministery of Social Affairs in GCC states
«  Gulf Center for Development Policies
+ College of Economics and Administrative Sciences- Imam University - Saudi Arabia
* Arab Planning Institute - Kuwait
« German Society for International Cooperation (GIZ)

* Regional Universities and organisations

Attendants :
+ Elite economists from various GCC countries
* Administrative leaders of Ministries and Government Institutions
» Administrative leaders from within the private sector
+ Academics from universities, institutes and research centers

+ Experts of international and regional organizations




Second theme: Restructuring and overcoming distortions and alternative labour market policies.
3. Determinants of planning deficiencies and attempted solutions.

4. The sponsorship system (the relationship between the current sponsorship system and
“undercover trade”).

5. Reforms and overcoming labour marRet distortions through the removal of restrictions
on the flexibility of the labour marRet.

6. Career replacement through redistributing foreign workers fees in the private sector.
Third theme: Employment through entrepreneurship and the Rnowledge economy

7. Practical solutions to issues of the labour market in the Rnowledge economy and
mechanisms to transfer Rnowledge, science and technology.

8. Entrepreneurship in economic development and the role of small and medium
enterprises in labour related issues and in generating jobs.

Fourth theme: Experiences and practical cases in labour policies
9. International experiences associated with labour migration and labour policies.

10. Experiences of social dialogue and relationship between government, employers and
worRers.

Recommendations: Policy implication and the way forward.




Based on all of this, OEA is organizing its seventh conference on Sunday and Monday 9 and
10 March 2014, under the title “Labour Policies and Sustainable Development”. The objective
of the conference is to examine a range of themes related to Oman’s labour market structural
distortions and answer several questions, including those raised by the “labour market and
challenges of sustainable development” paper.

Objectives of the Conference

* Analysis of the structural distortion problems in the Omani labour market and their
impact on sustainable development.

+ Discuss labour market policies and the dominance of the sponsor system “IKafala” and
“undercover trade” in the private sector as well as their relationship to the increase flow
of foreign worRers to the Sultanate.

+ Examine practical solutions to issues related to aspects of the labour marRket in relation
to the Rnowledge economy and tools required to transfer science and kRnowledge and
modern techniques.

+ Review the requirements for success of entrepreneurship in economic development and
the role of small and medium enterprises in labour issues and in generating jobs.

+ To benefit and learn from experiences of social dialogue and relationships between
government, employers and trade unions.

+ Learn from international experiences associated with labour migration and labour
policies.

Conference Themes
First theme: Challenges of sustainable development and Omani labour market policies.
1. Rentier state, labour market, and development discourse.

2. Development syndrome challenges and the size of the expatriate work force in the Gulf
States.




part of policy makers, i.e. the government. Furthermore, OEA is concerned about the current
economic policy, which is supposed to be a free open markRet economy with private sector
led investment and is, in fact, an economy based on and influenced by a small number of big
players with close ties to decision makRers, or what is Rnown globally as “crony capitalism” or
“influential capitalism” by economists. In addition, government policy has been misguided by
World Bank and International Monetary Fund recommendations, and influenced by bilateral
FTAs that emphasize GDP growth instead of building national capacity for the benefit of Oman
and its nationals in the long-term.

The policy resulted in an increased demand for cheap unsRilled and semi-sRilled labour and
investment projects characterized by inefficiency and labour intensivity / low productivity as
well as an economy trapped in a vicious circle of low productivity, low-sRilled, low-wage, and
limited possibilities for diversification and development led by a Rnowledge-driven economy.
In addition, the policy has opened the door to allow in more non-national worRers in light of
the private sector’'s low wage structure deterring nationals from joining it while, at the same
time, discouraging the private sector from employing nationals. Moreover, although the
“Rafalah” system, whereby a national sponsors a foreign worker for an agreed-upon financial
payment (a rent), is an important source of income for a large number of nationals, it distorts
the labour market. As a consequence of the system, sponsors have had very little desire to
engage in any productive work and national job seekers have gone on strikre demanding jobs
(the previous unrest spread later to foreign workers). In response to the government’s inability
to control people, it resorted to buying citizens loyalty through the distribution of oil rent and by
addressing economic problems through political measures.

Overall, the presence of a large number of foreign labour in the Arab Gulf states has distorted
labour markRet mechanisms and changed the composition of the population. The impact of
foreign labour can be summarized into three stages. The first stage was distorted labour
marRets whereby non-nationals worked for the private sector are less than 50 percent of the
total population. In the second stage, the emphasis on the dual nature of the labour market
was becoming quite apparent and the number of national job seeRers was increasing. At the
same time, the number of non-nationals joining the private labour market was also increasing
leading to a paradox that resulted in an increase of the non-citizens population to over 50%.
In the third stage, the number of non-citizens exceeded 70% of the population in several GCC
states and their citizens became a minority, raising concerns about threats to national identities,
culture and values. It is worth noting that with the passage of years, most GCC countries are
going through similar tracks and stages, and it is not clear what the fourth and final phases of
these stages, in countries that have reached what can be called “existential imbalance” (to be
or not to be) will be.




Oman Economic Association
Seventh Conference
Labour Policies and Sustainable Development
Muscat, Sultanate of Oman
Sunday and Monday, 9 - 10 March 2014

Introduction

During the sixth Oman Economic Association (OEA) conference held on 16 - 17 February
2013 under the title “Sustainable Development and Equity: Between Planning and Reality”, it
was recommended that there is a need to formulate a national agenda with a new strategic
vision for sustainable development in Oman. This new vision should be dynamic in nature
and, in addition, should incorporate economic, social and environmental dimensions that can
meet local, regional, and global emerging challenges to achieve sustainable development all
centered around “The Oman we want ” and from which to assess current plans and identify
future options based on criteria and indicators of development with specific goals that can be
measured.

Following the conference, OEA put forward an initiative entitled “National Agenda for
Development; the Oman We Want”. The agenda stipulated initial requirements for development
planning and different alternatives to achieve sustainable development. Furthermore, after
examining Oman'’s 2020 Economic Vision, it was clear that the vision documents confused
future vision, strategic objectives, policies and programs, and hence, lacked clear and coherent
methodology linRing all of them together. Current attempts to find quick solutions does not
solve structural challenges that face the Omani economy and the vision has failed to meet
most of its objectives because of poor methodology used to prepare for this vision. Moreover,
the vision is not able to meet future challenges, such as generating the 450 thousand jobs or
more needed for Omani nationals looRing for job opportunities and who will be entering the
worR force for the first time during the period from now until 2020.

OEA investigated the Omani labour market and drafted a report reviewing the challenges
facing it as well as its impact on sustainable development. Initial findings suggest the existence
of many complex interrelated challenges that typically face rentier economies. To overcome
such challenges and become a more productive base economy capable of accommodating
challenges of the labour market, there is a need for systematic and deliberate action on the
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